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OSKALOOSA  

Barbershop quartets, big 

band muSio; gospel choirs 

and many other lesser-known 

genres of music may call 

Oskaloosa home under a plan 

put forth during a presentation 

to two Iowa Great Places 

committee members 

Thursday at Daily 

Community Auditorium. 

The meeting opened with 

state Sen. torn Rielly, DOskaloosa, 

saying how proud 

he was to be from Oskaloosa. 

I m proud to be part of 

the past, present and future of 

our community,  Rielly said. 

A video presentation went 

through why Oskaloosa 

should be considered one of 

Iowa s great places. 

The video opened with the 

Missouri Waltz,  which was 

written by Oskaloo native 

Fredrick Knight Logan. The 

next song played was the 

theme to the Barnum and 

Bailey Circus, which was 

published by the C.L. 

Barnhouse Co. The company, 

which has been based in 

Oskaloosa since 1886, publishes 

sheet music for bands 

and others types of music. 

The video presented the 

two committee members a 

chance to see what venues 

Oskaloosa offers for the performances 

scheduled to run 

in June and July and what the 

potential economic impact. 

would be. 

Mahaska Community 

Development Group director 

Scott Feldt then spelled out 

how Oskaloosa meets the 

seven criteria of a great place 

as spelled out by the Iowa 

Great Places conunittee. 

He explained that 

Oskaloosa met the first criteria, 

a unique sense of place, 

through its musical groups, 

including the city band, symphony 

and school music programs. 

He told the committee 

that Oskaloosa has had a city 

band since the mid-1800s. 

The second criteria he 

commented on was engaging 

experiences. Feldt explained 

how Oskaloosa has Art on 

the Square in June, 

Sweetcorn Serenade, the 

Nelson Pioneer Farm, 

Fridays After Five, the lighted 

Christmas parade and 

many other activities. 

Feldt also talked about 

Tassle Ridge Winery, along 

Highway 163, northwest of 

Oskaloosa. 

Wine production a new 

tourist destination,  Feldt 

said. 

Third, he described 

Oskaloosa s rich social fabric. 

Feldt said because of 

William Penn University, 

Cargill,. . Mahaska. Health 

Partnership and other companies, 

Oskaloosa has several 

ethnic groups and nationali  

ties represented. Feldt also 

mentioned that Oskaloosa 

has a Culture Club for these 

groups to meet and discuss 

many topics. 

Fourth, he explained that 

Oskaloosa has a vibrant, stable 

economy. - 

There is no one dominant 

employer,  Feldt explained. 

He told the committee members 

that Oskaloosa also is 

one of the founding members 

of the Iowa Main Street program 

and has been a regional 

retail center for many years. 

The fifth criteria Feldt 

explained was how 

Oskaloosa has a pleasing 

environment. He explained 

how Oskaloosa has several 

parks and greenspaces. 

Among those mentioned 

were Edmundson Park and 

the recreation trail. Coming 

in the near future, he 

explained is the John F.. 

Lacey sports complex near 

the new elementary school, 

and he said currently the city 
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Iowa 
has three golf courses. 

The sixth criteria Feldt 

touched on was the cityÒs 

strong foundation. 

ÓOskaloosa is easy to find 

and get to,Ô he said. He 

explained that the city has 

several new and renovated 

buildings throughout the city, 

including the new elementary 

school, the renovated high 

school, Daily Auditorium, 

and the Frankel Block building, 

which is currently occupied 

by Smoky Row. 

The final criteria Feldt 

explained to the committee 

members was OskaloosaÒs 

creative culture. 

ÓOskaloosa is an optimistic 

city,Ô he explained. 

Feldt then spelled out how 

the state can assist Oskaloosa 

in becoming a musical 

mecca, spelling out short, 

intermediate and long-term 

goals. Among those projects 

were creating a great places 

coordinator for Oskaloosa, 

marketing assistance, 

improvements to performance 

venues, including 

Lake Keomah State Park 

Edmundson Park and 

Woodhaven Amatheater at 

Vennard College, and 

improvements in the state 

road infrastructure. 

Committee member Tetry 

Lynch, of Marion, said this 

was the 10th presentation she 

had attended. 

ÓThere is no population 

cutoff,Ô she explained after 

the meeting. She explained 

the committee was looking 

for Óthree very different projects.Ô 

She explained the committee 

would meet on Oct. 3 

to look at all the presentations. 

Currently, about 143 

projects are vying for a 

chance to be one of the Iowa 

Great Places pilot cities. 

However, some locations 

have more than one presentation. 

ÓI do believe Iowa Great 

Places has provided the 

impetus for moving (the 

state) forward,Ô Lynch said. 
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